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Psychiatrie fur Aerzte und Studirende. Bearbeitet von Dr. med. Th. 
Ziehen. O. Professor an der Universitat Utrecht. Zweite Auflagle. S. 
Hirzel. Leipzig. G. E. Stechert, New York. Sixteen marks. 

In the application of good common sense physiological psychology to 
the study of psychiatry this work stands out as one the ablest exponents. 
Founded as it is largely on the author’s well known and widely employed 
“Leitfaden” the two make a coherent whole as far removed from the old- 
fashioned metaphysical psychiatry as it is possible to remove any study 
that involves so much of the terminology of that pursuit of the earlier 
students of philosophy. On the point of classification we believe the author 
to be extremely logical, particularly from the standpoint of the physio- 
psychological school. 

The work is divided as most of our works on psychiatry are into the 
General and Special portions. Under the head of General Symptomatology 
Ziehen discusses in order, disturbances of sensation, perception, memory, 
intellectual tone, and feeling tone, association of ideas and disturbances of 
conduct. Bound intimately with these general sub-chapters the somatic ac¬ 
companying symptoms are taken up. 

Chapters in the General Development of the Psychoses, Diagnosis, Eti¬ 
ology, Prognosis, Pathological Investigations and of Therapeutics close the 
first portion of the volume. 

Under Special Psychopathology there are considered (i) the Psy¬ 
choses without Defect of Intelligence, including the simple affective psy¬ 
choses, mania and melancholia, the intellectual psychoses with various 
types of paranoi^, confusional states, fever and toxic deliria, and the psycho¬ 
pathic constitution; (2) the Compound Psychoses, periodic and nonperi¬ 
odic, the defectives, born and acquired. Following these are a few pages 
devoted to general considerations. 

It is impossible to enter completely into an analysis of the author’s 
various lines of demarcation. They have their analogues in the cases seen 
in private and hospital practice, and the systems outlined are remarkable 
in the acuity of their differentiation. 

The work is deserving of a carefuly study, and it can be most heartily 
commended as an earnest and comprehensive work 011 psychiatry. 

Jelliffe. 

PSYCHOI’ATHOLOGICAL RESEARCHES. STUDIES IN MENTAL DISSOCIATION. By 
Boris Sidis, M.A., Ph. D., Director of the Psychopathological Labora¬ 
tory. Published under the Auspices of the Trustees of the Psychopathic 
Hospital, Department of the New York Infirmary for Women and 
Children. G. E. Stechert. New York, London, Leipzig and Paris. 
This is an extremely interesting and suggestive volume that merits an 
extended notice. The space at our command, however, does not permit 
us to do it full justice. There are eight separate studies in the volume as 
follows: Some General Remarks Concerning Psychopathological Research, 
by Boris Sidis; Mental Dissociation in Functional Psychosis, by Boris Sidis 
and William A. White, M.D.; Mental Dissociation in Alcoholic Amnesia, 
and “in Psychic Epilepsy,” by William A. White; Mental Dissociation in 
Depressive Delusional States, by Boris Sidis and George M. Parker, M.D.; 
Mental Dissociation in Functional Motor Disturbances, by George M. 
Parker, and Mental Dissociation in Psycho-motor Epilepsy, by George M. 
Parker. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 


61 


Sidis makes an interesting gradation of affections of the psyche into 
three great classes, the which pass into one another by imperceptible de¬ 
grees, these he styles: functional psychosis, functional neuropathy and ne¬ 
crotic neuropathy. Disaggregation and disintegration, however, may be 
present in different degrees in varying groups, and neurone systems. His 
complete formula being expressed as follows: “The symptomatic side of 
disease, the total psychomotor aspect of the pathological process, is a func¬ 
tion of location, number, and degree of dissociation or degeneration. The 
total complex of psychomotor manifestations depends on the location and 
number of neurone aggregates involved and on the. stage or degree of the 
pathological process of disaggregation, dissociation or degeneration.” 

With reference to the attitude towards the insanities, he says: “Func¬ 
tional psychosis, functional insanities, should become a special research 
field of the psychopathologist. Functional psychosis is specially character¬ 
ized by psycho-physiological disaggregation where synthesis is still possible. 
The only way of restoring the disturbed equilibrium is to bring about a 
synthesis of the disaggregated groups with the functioning systems of the 
upper active personality.” To bring about these syntheses the author 
makes use of his intermediary states. 

Throughout the book the recognition of the so-called subconscious life 
is imperative. Upon its existence the arguments are founded and the work 
in reality is an excellent study of the subconscious physio-psychological pro¬ 
cesses, well worth the reading. Jelliffe. 

Zum Studium der Merkfahigkeit. Experimental-psychologische Unter- 
suchung. Von Dr. Aug. Diehl, Nervenarzt in Lubeck. S. Karger, 
Berlin. 

The study of the power of correct observation and firm memory grasp 
is of interest and of importance not only to the psychologist, but to the 
jurist, and the physician—not to mention the everyday business man. 

From the psychiatric side there has been a distinct lack of criteria for 
the measurement of normal ability in this series of faculties. This lack 
the present study in part fulfills, and does so very well. 

It is a psychological study primarily with a very practical trend, and 
is well worth permanent preservation in its present small monographic 
form. Smith. 

General Paresis. Practical and Clinical. By Robert Howland 
Chase, A.M., M.D., Physician-in-Chief Friends Asylum for the Insane, 
etc. P. Blakiston’s Sons & Co., Philadelphia. 

The author’s object in devoting an entire volume to this disease is 
distinctly sensible. The general practitioner does not recognize general pare¬ 
sis as soon as it can be recognized, and in consequence many calamities 
occur that might be averted. There can now be no excuse for the general 
practitioner with such an excellent manual as this for his guidance, since 
it has been from this practical point of view that the work has been written. 
The book is particularly rich in illustrative cases. These cover an im¬ 
mense field of experience, and put the reader en rapport with very dissim¬ 
ilar types of the affection. 

It cannot fail to be of great service, even more than a much more 
technical presentation of the subject. S. E. J. 

Les Paralysies des Nerfs Peripheriques, et la Systematisation de ces 
Nerfs. Par Dr. Charles Viannay, Ex-interne des Hopitaux de 
Lyon, Preparateur du Cours de Medicine Operatoire. J. B. Bailliere et 
Fils. Paris, France. 1903. 



